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are now transferred to the president of the Republic
during the term of the Assembly. The president is chosen
by the Assembly from among its own number. He is
designated as the Chief of State and is assisted in his
executive office by a prime minister and a cabinet which
he chooses from the Assembly. The appointment of
these ministers must, however, be confirmed by the As-
sembly. The president may preside when he feels it-
necessary over the Assembly and also over the council
of ministers. Mustafa Kemal Pasha was unanimously
elected the first President of the Turkish Republic.
Under the new arrangement the power of the executive
is greatly increased. During the recesses of the Assem-
bly, which is to be in session only four months of the
year, the executive power rests wholly in the hands of
the president and his ministers, strengthened by the ad-
dition of chairmen of standing committees. Already,
criticism is rife, to the effect that Mustafa Kemal Pasha
is taking to himself too much power. He is president of
the Turkish State, president of the Council of Ministers,
president of the controlling "Peoples' Party" and presi-
dent of the National Assembly. Yet, "sovereign power"
still is said to reside in the Assembly of the people, elected
by manhood suffrage. Much depends upon the interpre-
tation by Mustafa Kemal of his new position. By re-
taining the position of president of the Council of Minis-
ters as well as of the Assembly and by remaining leader
of the Peoples' Party, he seems to be doing away with
any possibility of a rival to his power, in the person of
the Prime Minister, a contingency which many have
thought possible under the proposed change of govern-
ment. It is further intimated that the Assembly did not
have the power to create the new constitution, that the
change was put through by the People's Party, and that
the constitution can be legalized only by the consent of
a constituent assembly representing the whole nation.

